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                       MEETING DATES 2015:  7 PM, Plainview-Old Bethpage Library, 999 Old Country Rd..

                                                 Plainview, NY  11803, (516) 938-0077

        Tues., May 5th – SPEAKER:  Jason Star, Esq., NYCLU Nassau Director, “The Fourth Amendment”

                                                   SUMMER BREAK … START AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER

                                                  We want to thank all of our past speakers!

Note:  We are available for private lectures.                                                                                   SAVE THIS NEWSLETTER FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.  IF YOU CAN’T MAKE OUR MEETING, START ANOTHER ORGANIZATION.  WE WILL HELP YOU.  

Does anyone have any information on:  (We will keep your name confidential.)

Judge Thomas Whelan (S)               Ronald Rosenberg, Esq.               Mark Cuthbertson, Esq.

Judge Emily Pines (S)                      Steven Schlesinger, Esq.              Jason Barbara, Esq.

Judge Elizabeth Emerson (N)           David Denenberg, Esq.                Leonard Marlow, Esq.

Ex-Judge Marion McNulty (S)         Harrison Edwards, Sr., Esq.         Frank Blangiardo, Esq.

Judge Timothy S. Driscoll (N)          Judge Stephen Behar (D.C.S.)     Chas. Cancellare, Esq.

Judge F. Dana Winslow (N)              James Leonard, Esq.                    David Grossman, Esq.

Judge Dorothy Eisenberg (Ret.)        John Carman, Esq.                       Louis England, Esq.

Judge Carol Mackenzie (S)               Sari Friedman, Esq.                     Terrance Hoffman, Esq.

THE OLDEST MOST SUCCESSFUL LEGAL GROUP IN THE WORLD ….. We need your support to make changes in antiquated courts!  For your annual $50.00 donation, we’ll include the book, “Scandal at the Oak Beach Inn”, written by our benefactor, Robert Matherson, with one of our members!  Send your donations to help keep us the most successful legal group in the world!….

TSA Kept the Change:  Did you know that when you fly and you empty your change into those little plastic buckets but forget to take it, that it enriches the TSA directly in a BIG way?  JFK was the top loose change collector, collecting a total of $42,550.00 in 2014 and by law, they get to keep it!  So, keep your change!  It adds up!    (“Travelers to TSA:  Keep the Change” - Newsday, April 8, 2015.)
Lawyers in Other Countries Gone Bad:  One of the  gunman who slaughtered 148 people at a college in Kenya, is a law school graduate.  The attackers separated Christian students from Muslims and killed the Christians.  One of them, Abdullah, graduated with a law degree in 2013 and was seen as a “brilliant, upcoming lawyer” it was reported.   (“Kenya Gunman Graduated Law School”, Newsday, 4/6/15).

**********************************************************************************************.

Did Lawyers Really Say That???:  In their brief asking for dismissal of the Federal corruption charges against ex-Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, his lawyers did not dispute that Silver used his vast power to divert  $300K in State grants to his friend, “the cancer doctor”, in return for patient referrals that earned Silver millions of dollars.  They did not dispute that Silver collected hundreds of thousands of dollars more, by directing major real estate developers to a  “friendly” law firm, and worked favors for them in the Legislature.  They didn’t even dispute that Silver covered up all these questionable dealings in his financial disclosure forms – tantamount to lying about the whereabouts of his earnings.  Nope, they were not concerned whatsoever by any of this behavior.  The lawyers asserted that all of this was everyday, acceptable behavior in the Capitol where Silver wielded his power for over 2 decades.  Just another routine day of business! (“Out of the Mouths of Lawyers” – N.Y. Daily News, 4/4/15).

Christians & Muslims Will Comprise 2/3 Of the World’s Population in 40 Years:  The Muslim population is expected to increase dramatically  within 4 decades, according to projections just released.  Christians will remain the largest religious group, increasing to 2.9 billion adherents by 2050.  Muslims will reach 2.76 billion, making each faith group about 1/3 of the world’s population, analysts from Pew Research Center said.  (“Muslim Population On The Rise”- Newsday, April 3, 2015).

 Fox Guarding the Hen House?  After Steven Schlessinger, Esq. resigned as Nassau County Democrats’ legal counsel just a few short months ago after Newsday questioned his handling of lucrative court appointments in the Oheka Castle investigation. He was reappointed last month by Brooklyn’s Appellate Division, 2nd Dept. , to a new four-year term on its Committee on Character and Fitness, which vetoes lawyers joining the State Bar.  “I am not aware of any investigation,”  Chief Clerk April Agostino said of the alleged investigation into Schlessinger’s handling of court appointments.  One step forward, two steps back……..   (“Attorney Reappointed to Panel” – Newsday, March 16, 2013).

Lawyer Arrested For Theft of Client’s Funds:  Attorney Bill Tsoumpelis, Esq., 48, of St. James, was arrested for stealing $20K from escrow funds belonging to clients who enlisted him to help them sell their home.  Tsoumpelis allegedly tried to delay refunding his clients their money by incompletely filling out a check from the firm’s operating account rather than the escrow account, and then not writing out the amount in the check ledger so the bank would reject it for payment to the couple.  Eventually, after long delays, the couple filed a complaint with the Nassau County District Attorney’s office, which led to an investigation and Tsoumpelis’s arrest.  (“Lawyer Accused of Stealing $20G From Escrow Fund” - Newsday, 3/20/15).

Obama Administration  Sets Record For Improperly Censoring Government Files:  The Obama Administration set a record again for censoring or denying access to government files last, under the U.S. Freedom of Information Act (commonly referred to as “FOIL”.)  This administration took longer to turn over information  (when it provided any), according to an Associated Press analysis.  More regularly, it claimed it couldn’t find any documents and refused a record number of times to turn over files in a timely manner, especially if they were particularly newsworthy.  Obama’s administration acknowledged in nearly 1 in 3 cases that its initial decision to withhold or censor records were improper under the law …. but only when it was challenged.  Theadministration’s backlog of unanswered FOIL requests grew by a remarkable 55%!  (“Administration Backs FOIL” - Newsday, 3/19/15).

Pakistani Judge Orders U.S. CIA Lawyer Charged With Murder, Terrorism:  Former Acting General Counsel John A. Rizzo was ordered charged with murder, terrorism and waging war against Pakistan by a Pakistani judge for his role in overseeing the CIA’s drone program in Islamabad in 2009, where a 2009 strike killed 2 people.  The only way these charges can proceed is if the U.S. cooperates with the Pakistani Court (which is inconceivable because the drone attacks were ordered by 2 successive U.S. Presidents.  (Judge  Charge CIA” - Newsday, April 8, 2015.)

Dads Against Judges’ Mental Illnesses:  In  a recent letter, Bruce Eden, Director of Dads Against Discrimination, alleged the wide-spread incidents of judges’ questionable mental behavior in Family Courts, including incarcerating fathers who don’t pay 100% of their income to ex-spouses.  Eden asserted that in 2009, a State Supreme Court judge in New York City was imprisoned for taking a $9,000 bribe to fix a custody case against a fit mother, and two Pennsylvania judges were also sent to prison for 28 and 12 years in the now infamous “Kids for Cash” bribery scandal requiring the reversal of 4,000 juvenile convictions.  A clerk did sue a Family Court judge in Federal Court for violations of the law, making him and former clerks go to his house, get his mail, get his clothes, do his shopping, etc.  The clerk who sued was put into a mental institution by this judge.  Eden urges that judges be held accountable for their often irrational orders by undergoing regular  mental health. (http://www.dailyrecord.com/story/opinion/letters).

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s Brother At It Again:  Hillary  Clinton’s never-do-well brother, Tony Rodham, is at it again, boldly using his Clinton family connections to enrich himself.  He’s looking for Chinese investors to hand over half a million dollars each, for job creation projects that would then give them EB5 pay-for-visa, allowing them to live and work in the U.S. (Of course, he and his firm will get a cut of the investment.)  (htthillarydaily.com/hillarys-wacky-brother-tony).

Also Trending:  Long Island has been seeing the rise in generation of more than $533M in economic activity in Nassau County due to the film and television industry creating more than 600 jobs, according to a County analysis.  Nassau has three film studios which are attractive to producers because they are located within 25 miles of Manhattan.  Shouldn’t Suffolk executives look into this influx of revenue to fill its budget gaps, with the Hamptons being such a lucrative draw?  (“L.I. Sees Action From Movies, TV” – Newsday, April 8, 2015.)

 On The Job Training:  “I Wanna Be A Criminal Lawyer”:  A Tottenville man busted on Wednesday with 180 glassine envelopes of heroin and $638 in cash, told cops:  “I’m selling to pay for college.  I want to go to law school”, according to a law enforcement source.  ( http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2015/03).

Huntington BMZ Law Firm Conned by Fake Lawyer:  If you had your estate planned by alleged lawyer, Kimberly Kitchen, at the BMZ law firm in Huntington, you might want to have those plans reviewed.  Kimberly Kitchen, 45, of Pennsylvania, allegedly forged credentials to get a job at the law firm and allegedly “assisted” over 30 clients of the firm before being found out.  (“PA Woman Posed As Estate Lawyer For More Than a Decade” – N.Y. Daily News, March 30, 2015). 

        During the mid-1980’s, dairy farmers decided that there was too much cheap milk at the supermarket, so the government bought and slaughtered 1.6 million cows.  How come the government never does anything like this with lawyers? (P. J. O’Rourke).
       “I weep for the liberty of my country when I see at this early day of its successful experiment that corruption has been imputed to many members of the House of Representatives, and the rights of the people have been bartered for promises of office.” – Andrew Jackson

      “They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.” – Benjamin Franklin

Q:  What’s the difference between a lawyer and a herd of buffalo?  A.  The lawyer charges more. 

                                          Rate Your Judge.   See:  therobingroom.com
SWITCHBOARD TO REACH YOUR LEGISLATOR:  U.S. House, (202) 224-3121.    U.S. Senate, (202) 225-3121                                                                                                                                                   
   PLEASE SEND YOUR 2015 DONATIONS TO:  “AMERICANS FOR LEGAL REFORM”.

                        Save a tree – Send us your e-mail – Put “Newsletter” in subject line

   Follow us on TWITTER:  @4LegalReform     FACEBOOK:  @Americans for Legal Reform   

